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Rainbird’s OCP Art Studio is the BEST SCREEN$ graphics editing package available 
for the Sinclair Spectrum/Spectrum emulated TS2068. 


Now that I have made such a bold statement, | must back it up with some facts. 
Those are the rules of the road for writers engaged in software review articles. 


Art Studio is a SCREEN$ graphics editing package for the 48K Sinclair Spectrum 
or a Spectrum-emulated Timex Sinclair 2068 computer. The software package 
allows the user to draw lines, circles, boxes and polygons on screen as well as type 
text, add color, window cut and paste anywhere on screen, rotate, enlarge, shrink 
and stretch objects, and turn individual pixels on or off. 


Hardware Support 
The Art Studio software package comes on cassette along with an excellent 58 


Page manual The first part of the program which loads into the computer is for 
configuration of input and output devices. 


Art Studio supports several methods of manipulating its Arrow Pointer/Cursor. 
The Arrow is used to move around the screen in order to select Menu Bar choices, 
or to select points for drawing lines, circles, boxes, etc. Supported are the Kempston 
joystick I/F, Sinclair Interface 2 joystick port, the Keyboard Arrow Keys, User 
Defined Keyboard Keys or an AMX Mouse (with the latter being the choice of the 
author). 


(See Art Studio, page 2) 
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From The Editor 


It was brought to my attention that Jack 
Dohany is the North American distributor 
of Word-Master. Jack sent me a letter 
reminded me not to forget our cousins in 
Canada. This should not have been difficult 
since I have spent the last three weeks 


Utilizing Pixel 
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Save Utility 
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Prologue... 
One very useful operation available in Pixel 
Print versions greater than v20 is the ability 
to SAVE the information on screen to a 
SCREENS file. At first look, this does not seem 
important. What would you want to save? 
Saving text or icons may have an ocasional 
use, and saving a SCREEN$ graphic which has 
already been imported into the column does 
not sound particularly useful either.or does it? 


What if you had a program which included a 
Main Menu which took up the entire screen. 
You as the writer/editor wish to show this 
Main Menu in your newsletter, etc. along with 
arrows pointing to various areas within this 
Main Menu graphic accompanied by text. How 
could this “Page” be realized? 


The trick is to expand your mind beyond the 
concept that a SCREEN$ is a SCREENS and is 
only one size. Remember that Pixel Print 
columns are really just a series of SCREEN$s 
one after another. So here is what we need to 
do (See SCREENS, page 4) 


Wafadrive users, DON'T FORGET, the 
Aerco parallel printer interface is 
Spectrum compatible and may be 
plugged into the back of the Wafadrive 
to provide additional printer support! 


This is extreamly useful when you 
transfer Print Factory programs to 
Wafadrive. With this configuration, 
there is no need to try and "patch" 
Wafadrive graphics code(s). 


entering data into my "Country Inns of Ontario" database. 


Jack also wanted me to mention that he customizes Word-Master for disk drives and printer 
interfaces, but NOT for printers. Word-Master comes with a “Custom!” extention program so 
the user can customize for his/her own printer. 
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Art Studio, from page 1) 


Several printer interfaces are supported for printer output, and 
include Kempston, Tasman parallel, Tasman serial, Interface 1 
(serial) and the AMX Mouse built-in parallel printer I/F. 


SCREEN$ (or graphics) as well as Font SAVEs and LOADs are 
all accomplished via cassette. There is both a Sinclair Micro 
Drive and Opus Discovery disk interface support version 
available for additional cost. Since the entire program is written 
in machine code, it is nearly impossible to convert the program 
to work with North American disk interfaces (but rumor has it 


Windows: This Option is used to cut, paste and manipulate user 
defined areas on the screen. Windows is probably the most 
power set of of tools within the package and it includes: Define 
Window, use Last Window, Clear Window, Cut and Paste or 
Cut, Paste and Clear. You can also Re-Scale, Rotate, Flip, Merge 
and place Multiple copies of a window on screen. 


Fill: Like many other graphics programs, Fill allows an area on 
screen to be "Filled with a particular pixel pattern. The 
difference with Art Studio is that 'Fill' patterns can be edited 
by the user. There is also a Solid Fill choice. 


File SCREEN$ file SAVEs, 
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T | Windows Text] Shapes [T9] |MERGEs are accomplished 


Define window 
Last window 
UhoLe screen 
Clear window 
Cat paztec 


|Inwert window 
Re-scale window 
Clear & re-scaLe 
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Flip vertical 
Rotate 1^4 
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Rotate 374 
Merge x 


wishes to SAVE the “customized"copy of the program (to 


cassette). 
Art Studio Features: 


Art Studio allows the user to manipulate text and 
the entire computer screen. 
At the top of the screen is a 
Menu Bar with 13 menu 
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pull-down menu of choices. 
Quite simply, the whole 
program operates very 
much like Apple MacIntosh 
software in that all Options 
and Choices are selected 
using "Point and Click”. This 
is where the pointer is 
placed over a menu Option, 
or menu choice, and the fire 
button, keyboard key, or 
mouse button is pressed to pull down a menu or select a choice. 


The first question to mind is: If the Menu Bar takes up the 
upper two screen lines, how can the whole screen be used to 
create graphics? The answer is in the up and down arrow Menu 
Bar Options. These (the up and down arrow) Options scroll the 
screen to allow the use of the entire screen for editing. 


The rest of the Menu Bar Options include: Windows, Fill, File, 
Magnify, Text, Shapes, Print, File, Attributes, Paint, Misc. and 
Undo. Now let us look at each of the Menu Bar Options and each 
of their respective Choices to get a handle on what Art Studio 
can do: 
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Cut, clear & paste 


Pen : EE 
Spray can 
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individual pixels can then be turned on and off (again by Point 
and Click) This method was used by the Author to create the 
graphics in "You Don't Have to be Artistic to Create These 
Great Looking Graphics", The Sinclair Desktop Publishing 
Journal Volume 1, Issue 3. Art Studio provides three levels of 

ica of x2, x4 and x8. 


Text: The Text Option 
yy a EDELLE] | provides the ability to place 
text anywhere on screen; 
from Left to Right, 
Downwards, at Normal, 
Double and Treble Height and 
Width. The user may also 
print Sideways, in Bold, and 
with Caps Lock on or off. 
There is also a Font Editor. 


The Font Editor Choice is an 
entire Sub Option of its own. 
It provides the ability to 
LOAD, SAVE and Edit the 


working font set. Fonts can also be Rotated, Inverted and 
Flipped. The user may also copy the Spectrum ROM into the 
Art Studio font RAM. One other quite fascinating feature is the 
ability to capture a font from a defined window on the screen. 
On its own, the Font Editor alone is worth the price of the 
program. 


Shapes: This is the basic building block Option for drawing. 
Points can be placed, Lines drawn (point A to point B), 
Continuous Lines (point A to B, to C, etc.), Rectangles, Triangles 
and Circles can be created on screen. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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There is even a Ray making Choice Shapes can be drawn 
Elastically, and the vertices of shapes can be "Snapped" to each 
.attributes square. 


Print: Hardcopies to the printer can be in five different sizem 1x1, 
2x2, 3x3, 4x4 and 5x5. The print Option provides Grey-Scale 
dumps, Single and Double Density, plus Sideways printing, 
Printouts can be Left, Centre or Right Justified. CRLF or CR can 
be choosen directly from the Print Pull-Down menu. There is also 
a provision to print to the ZX/Alphacom/TS2040 printer. 


Attributes Here the user selects Ink, Paper, Border, Bright, Flash, 
Over, Inverse and Transparent attributes There is a Standard 
Choice to reset all attributes to normal. It is again important to 
note that all Choices are chosen via Point and Click. 


Paint The Paint Option controls some of the main facilities for 
"Painting" on screen. Three different tools are offered- a Pen, a 
Spray Can and a Brush. Different Pen and Spray Can widths 
may be Chosen, and Brushes can be edited just like a font 
character (only larger) 


Finally there is the Misc. Option. Here the user can view the 
entire screen (the Menu Bar is removed), Clear the screen, turn 
on and off the large and small "Bright" grids or Change Colour 
over a Window Defined area. 


Although this article seems to have been just a list of features, 
it must be remembered that the Users Manual is 58 pages long, I 
truly believe that just the list of features alone is enough to 
justify the purchase of such a Package which costs 
approximately £15 (or $28) So if you plan to do ANY graphics 
work with your Sincalir/TS2068, this editing package is a definite 
MUST HAVE! 


USSTOT^Jg3 Geta a Mew Look 
By Mike Felerski 

Well now, this is the last Issue of Volume 1, And by golly we 

made it through the first year. I hope that TSDPJ has met the 

expectations of our readers. 


Starting with Volume 2, Issue 1 (Winter 1991) TSDPJ will have a 
slightly new look based on the new Word-Master 20. We are 
also planning to make each issue larger with more Pixel Print 
and Print Factory coverage, along with more graphics and 
utilities. 


So, with continued support, The Sinclair Desktop Publishing 
Journal has a long and bright future ahead. MJF 


PS. Mum's the word, but look out for a SDPJ sister publication 
after January 1, 1991. 


Wlaktitig € thta 224421 
This issue of TSDPJ was created using Word-Master & Typeliner 
(first three pages) and Pixel Print Plus version 4.0 (for the last 
page) Tasword H was used to edit the text for the last page. 
Graphics were NMI saved with a Larken Disk interface and edited 
with Art Studio. Graphic transfers were made with TSXfer 
utility. 
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Hot off the press is news that the awaited version two of 
Word-Master is now available from Jack Dohany. The new 
veraion includes the following improvements over the original 
release: 


o The File Handling Menu has been reduced from three to two 
lines and now uses the numeric keys to select the desired 
disk drive. 


o The current drive shown on the menu is now always correct 
(this was a bug in the early version.) 


o With the Aerco and Larken versions, there are now two keys 
which catalog the current drive. K produces the standard 
catalog, and F produces a "full" catalog which shows file 
lengths and start addresses. With the Oliger and Zebra 
systems, a FORMAT command has been added. 


o A new ZAP command has been added to clear all RAM files. 


o The "List Files" or Q command now also shows the space 
remaining in RAM, and the total length of all files in RAM 
(at the top of the screen.) 


o All Word-Master files are provided in an "Un-Packed" form 
plus 150 shareware graphic files. Thus version 2 occupies 
three 320K diskettes. 


o Several other improvements have been made to the quirks in 
version 108. There was also a slight decrease in available 
file space which varies form disk system to disk system, but 
the space available is still at least 29K. 


The price for this incredible upgrade if you are already a 
registered owner of Word-Master 1.08, is only $10 including 
postage. So now IS the time to upgrade.or if for some reason 
you don't own a copy of Word-Master, there will not be a better 
time to purchase it! 


Where to Write 


Word-Master: Jack Dohany 
390 Rutherford 
Redwood City, CA 94061 


Art Studio, 

AS+Genius Mouse: Datel Electronics * 
Govan Road 
Fenton Industrial Estate 
Fenton, Stoke On Trent, 


Epilogue... 
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